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DATES
Thur Sept 2nd
Mon Sept 6th
7th

Tue Sept
Sept

8th

Fri Sept

&

9th

10th

Father’s Day Stall 2.30pm
Lal Lal PS review – Kate away

Fri Oct 29th

Swimming

Tues Nov 2nd

Melbourne Cup Day Holiday

Cluster - Halls Gap Zoo excursion

Fri Nov 5th

MARC Van with Kathy

Parent Teacher interviews

Fri Nov 5th

Swimming

MARC Van with Kathy

Mon Nov

8th

Full STEAM Ahead @ Navarre

Mon Sept 13th

Full STEAM Ahead @ Navarre

Tues Sept 14th

School Council – 7pm

Thur Sept 16th

Community Campfire night

Fri Sept 17th

Last day of Term 3 – 2.30pm dismissal

Mon Oct 4th

First day of Term 4

Mon Nov 22nd

Full STEAM Ahead @ Navarre

MARC Van with Kathy

Fri Nov 26th

Swimming

Fri Oct

8th

Mon Oct

Mon Nov

11th

Full STEAM Ahead @ Navarre

12th

Optometrist visit

Tues Oct

Fri Oct 15th

Swimming

Fri Oct 22nd

MARC Van with Kathy

Fri Oct 22nd

Swimming

Mon Oct 25th

Full STEAM Ahead @ Navarre

Trawalla School Values

Wed Oct

27th

Fri Nov

12th
15th

Swimming
Cluster Prin meeting – Kate away

Fri Nov

19th

MARC Van with Kathy

Fri Nov

19th

Swimming

Tues Nov

30th

Cluster Halls Gap Zoo trip

Mon Dec

6th

Cluster year 6 Graduation

Fri Dec

10th

Swimming

Fri Dec

17th

Last day of term 4 - 1.30 dismissal

Pupil Free Day – staff to Pleasant St
Primary School - TBC

***The items that have been crossed out are
not going ahead or moved to a new date due to
COVID

Trawalla School Values Awards
Tanner Jantzen - For showing Respect by always using his manners.
Sienna Shepherd - For showing Good Choices by following school
routines.
Layla Best – For showing High Expectations by mastering subtraction
with regrouping.

Reading Awards
Congratulations to:

Alyssa Palmer – 150 nights
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PFA Father’s Day Stall
The Father’s Day Stall will be held at school on Thursday 2 September,
2.30pm. Students are to pay $5 each. Due to the COVID lockdown, staff
will run the stall this year. Students working from home will be able to
do their shopping via WebEx on Thursday morning.
Full STEAM Ahead
This term the Pyrenees Cluster Full STEAM Ahead days at Navarre school.
These days will recommence when COVID permits.
The dates are:
• Monday July 19th
• Monday August 30th
• Monday August 16th
• Monday September 13th
Parenting Ideas
Today’s article is attached – In praise of fathers: the place of the modern dad
Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards
For the month of September, Trawalla Primary School has been selected to participate in
Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program. Our school will appear on the wall of the Ryan’s
IGA Supermarket in Beaufort and customers are invited to place their tokens in the donation
box against Trawalla PS. You will need to ask the checkout operator for the tokens. At the end
of the month, Ryan’s IGA will count the tokens and provide our school with a donation.
Thank you in advance for your support and a big thank you to Ryan’s IGA for allowing us to
participate in this great community rewards program.
The 2021 Parent/Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey
*********Please complete the survey*********
• The closing date for this survey has been extended into term 4.
• The survey can be completed over weekends and after hours.
• Parents who wish to complete this survey on a school computer can do so by contacting
Kate.

SCHOOL PIN FOR SURVEY: 834592
Outdoor Sensory Play Space – Inclusive School’s Fund
Thanks to those of you who have sourced some of the required items for our Outdoor Sensory
Play Space. There are still some items that we are seeking donations for. If your family or friends
have any of the below listed items that they could donate for our new play space, can you please
let us know.
• Timber pallets/recycled timber suitable for making planter boxes
• Kitchen items such as pots, pans, cake trays, utensils, sieves, measuring
jug/cups/spoons
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Photo - The Junior students have
been learning different animal
names in Japanese.

Below Photo – James’
Hiragana Writing that he has
been learning in Japanese.

COVID-19 update
QR Codes – these are on display for visitors to use on entry.
Face Masks - As directed by the Victorian Chief Health Officer,
the following advice applies to all school settings:
• School staff and secondary school students aged 12 or
older must always wear a face mask indoors and outdoors
at school, including when attending an Outside School
Hours Care (OSHC) program, unless a lawful exception
applies.
• It is recommended that children under 12 years of age and
students at primary school wear face masks when at
school, or when attending an OHSC program.
• For communication purposes, teachers and education
support staff are not required to wear face masks while
teaching, but those who wish to do so, can. It is
recommended that face masks be worn while teaching
wherever practicable.
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2021 Trawalla School Strategic Plan
– Vision Statement
At the end of term one our school went through a review process that is done by all schools
every four years. The review looked at our journey over the previous four years in regard to
student outcomes, staff development, community involvement and cluster involvement.
Our next step is to map out our journey for the next four years. This is done in a document –
The School Strategic Plan (SSP).
One aspect of the SSP is the vision for the school for
the next four years. To explain what we mean by a
vision statement, imagine that our school is a car and
the school vision statement is the GPS system. The
vision statement is where we want our school to go in
the next four years.
Miss H and I have put together our ideas for a vision statement based on the goals that we
have set for the SSP period.
The goals and key improvement targets for the next four years relate to improving outcomes in
literacy and numeracy and improving student voice in their learning.
We want the students to continue to show growth in their learning while at the same time have
input into what they are learning and how they are learning. Staff will also work on refining
their processes and procedures for data collection and storage. Our school will also work with
the families and community to improve outcomes.
Miss H and I would like our vision to be along the line of:
Students, families and teachers being reflective learners, improving outcomes within
supportive structures.

In a nutshell we propose that our vison be…
#reflective learners
We welcome your thoughts on our ideas.
Regards
Kate and Miss H
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In praise of fathers: the place of the modern dad

Fatherhood has been transformed from the breadwinner and disciplinarian role of the past to a far more
complex framework. Here’s how:

Diversity rules
A look at different cultures even within our shores shows there’s no one ‘right way’ to be a dad. Fathers
have a strong biological urge to ensure their children’s survival, which drives dads to be protective, some
to have high expectations and others to promote self-sufficiency. Fathers may differ in how they parent,
but ultimately, we all belong to the same valued club. Fathers almost universally want what’s best for
their child.

Recognising dads
Being a dad is not given the same attention as motherhood. The parenting advice industry is often
skewed toward mothers as the direct or primary carers. The lack of recognition can also at times be seen
in the mental health field. It’s now recognised that men experience heightened anxiety at all stages of
fatherhood, however, most simply suffer in silence because ‘that’s what men do.’ The recent advances
in mental health promotion still have some way to go when it comes to fathers.

Playtime is crucial
Fathers have long been seen as the kings of play. Science now shows that play is a critical part of the
fathering toolkit. Whether it’s engaging in rough and tumble play with toddlers, sharing pizza night with
primary-school kids or laughing with teens over the latest cat video, dads bond best with their children
through play. Oxytocin, the bonding chemical that promotes strong relationships is released most
intensely for men when playing with kids. On the other hand, oxytocin spikes for women are prompted
by affectionate activities such as stroking, cuddling and talking softly to kids. Activity is at the heart of
effective fathering as it’s through play that many men do their best fathering work.

Part of team parent
‘I wish my partner raised children like me’ is a common parent comment. While usually uttered out of
sheer frustration this comment misses the point that evolution dislikes duplication. Put simply, if one
parent is the disciplinarian the family doesn’t need another. Better for the other parent to focus on
nurturing, teaching or arranging daily timetables. In busy families it’s better to ensure all the parenting
bases are covered rather than duplicating roles and leaving out important functions. Working together as
one part of team will ensure that most of the needs of a child are met. Alternatively, if you are parenting
a child on your own stay connected with other families and reach out for assistance when required.
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The school of dad
Traditionally, fathers have been heavily linked with children’s learning, but not necessarily of an
academic kind. The reinforcement of values, real-world problem-solving and teaching for selfsufficiency have been the usual domain of dads. Recent studies show that dads can also positively
impact their children’s academic achievement, but in different ways to mothers. While mothers are more
likely to be involved in at home learning activities such as hearing children read and supervising
homework, fathers are more likely to positively impact their children’s attitude to learning. According to
American educational researcher William Jeynes, dads focus more (than mothers) on moulding and
modelling correct mindsets and behaviours, which provide the foundation upon which children and
teens can build their academic journeys. It’s this bigger picture focus where fathers can do their best
work, particularly changing boys’ attitudes to women and giving their daughters the confidence to stand
up and be heard.

Dads and kids’ development
If a father wants to positively influence children and teenagers, it’s important to ensure that their
relationship is warm and supportive. While this may be at odds with men’s natural tendency to push
children’s developmental boundaries, fathers should lean on their well defined ability to relate to their
kids through play. As Australian educational leader Dr. Tim Hawkes noted in his book “Ten conversations
you should have with your son” dads who engage in banter and fun are better placed to discuss issues of real
substance with their children.

Dads and resilience
Fathers who promote children’s self-sufficiency are well placed to develop resilience in their children.
In fact, a key role for modern fathers is to ensure, as part of team parent, that their children can confront
and overcome the hardships, frustrations and difficulties that life throws at them. This is done less by
adopting tough, hard-nosed tactics, and instead allowing kids to take physical and emotional risks in the
knowledge that they can return to a warm and secure base.

Dad is a social role
With children growing up in step, adaptive, single parent and same sex families fatherhood has become
less a biological and more a social role. As society changes and assisted parenting techniques continue
to advance, whoever answers to father takes on importance in a child’s life. This is not denying the rights
of a biological father, but rather acknowledges that for many children the person who shows up whether
stepfather, relative or family friend, or even a single parent doing both roles, is the social father for a
child.

In closing
As society changes the role of fathers is also shifting as well. While the place of a father in a child’s life
has always been important, there’s never been a greater need for fathers to be supported in their role and
to widen our view of what it is to be a dad. Michael Grose

Michael Grose, founder of Parenting Ideas, is one of Australia’s leading parenting
educators. He’s an award-winning speaker and the author of 12 books for parents
including Spoonfed Generation, and the bestselling Why First Borns Rule the World and
Last Borns Want to Change It. Michael is a former teacher with 15 years experience,
and has 30 years experience in parenting education. He also holds a
Master of Educational Studies from Monash University specialising in parenting
education.
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